Assignment 1 (total: 30 points)
We will discuss many media research topics related with research methods during this class. Your interests in media research will encourage you to think about research methods and it will greatly enhance your understanding of the methodological issues of media research. For this short one page paper, I would like you to articulate your interests in media research. 

The paper should include; 

1. Your group members’ names
2. Research title which defines your interest

3. Name of medium

4. Content of medium

5. Your motivation to research this topic
The title can be anything that you are currently interested in. However, keep in mind that the purpose of this assignment is to encourage your thinking. You will get full points as long as you hand in the assignment on time.
Assignment 2 (total: 70 points) 
Goals: This paper should be short (less than 5 typed and double-spaced pages with normal margins), so you cannot treat your topic exhaustively. I only expect you to include introduction, research question, and your choice of research method. 5 pages is enough space (if you edit wordiness and digressions) to show me three things:

1) that you can elaborate and articulate your research question 

2) that you can clearly define your research question

3) that you can describe and defend your choice of research method 

What I DO NOT want is a simple summary of research ideas on your given research question. I NEED explanations of your research questions. But, I DO NOT want an opinion essay that does not draw on research on media.

The paper format:

1. Include your group members’ names and P number
2. Include page numbers

3. Less than 5 pages, double spaced, font size 12, and normal margin

4. If you fail to follow the suggested paper format, you will get 10 point deduction for each category.
Grading: I will grade based on below categories.

1. The research title which defines your research question must be included (10 points).
2. At least one research question (20 points). 
3. You should include operational definitions of your research concepts and explain the rationale for choosing specific operational definitions (20 points).

4. You should include your choice of research method. You must include your rationale for choosing the research method (20 points).

5. Your will receive penalties for late submission (-10 points per day).

Assignment 3 (total: 200 points)
Goals: This paper should be concise (less than 10, not including tables and figures, and double-spaced pages with normal margins). I expect you to include introduction, research question, research hypothesis, research methodology, and short result. 10 pages is enough space (if you edit wordiness and digressions) to show me five things:

1) that you can elaborate and articulate your research question 

2) that you can clearly define your research question

3) that you can describe and defend your choice of research method 

4) that you can perform the research method you choose
5) that you can analyze and interpret the research result

What I DO NOT want is a simple summary of research ideas on your given research question. I NEED explanations of your research questions. But, I DO NOT want an opinion essay that does not draw on research on media. 

You DO you best to conduct the research. Also, you DO your best to analyze the data you collected.
The paper format:

1. Include your group members’ names and P number

2. Include page numbers

3. Less than 10 pages (not including tables, figures, and reference), double spaced, font size 12, and normal margin

4. If you fail to follow the suggested paper format, you will get 10 point deduction for each category.

Grading: I will grade based on below categories.

1. The research title which defines your research question must be included (10 points).

2. At least one research question (20 points). 

3. You should include operational definitions of your research concepts and explain the rationale for choosing specific operational definitions (20 points).

5. A research method or methods to prove or disprove your research question or hypothesis. 

a. You should include at least three elaborate rationales defending your choice of research method for your research question (30 points).

b. You should elaborate at least three potential problems of applying the chosen research method for your research question (30 points).

c. You should include the research procedure (30 points).

6. Research result from your own research.

a. You should include research result (30 points).
b. You should include research findings and interpretations of research results related with your research question (30 points).

7. Your will receive penalties for late submission (-10 points per day).

