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Instructional Goals

Today we will accomplish several goals. We will introduce Africa to the class. We will work in groups to learn about the different aspects of Africa. This will be done by completing a Web search/Book search based on questions provided on each aspect. After the research is completed each group will present their part to the class. A discussion will follow.

Rationale

I am teaching this lesson because the class has had very little if any experience with Africa. By teaching this lesson student will learn about other cultures that they may have not known about. The students begin to understand how important learning about other cultures is. It addresses the seventh grade OACS Peoples in Societies 6-8: Compare cultural practices, products and perspective of past civilizations in order to understand commonality and diversity of cultures. I am also teaching this lesson to give the students experience with geography. This addresses the seventh grade geography 6-8 benchmark: Identify on a map the location of major physical and human features of each continent.

Performance Objectives

Students will be able to:

· Identify Africa on a map, as well as some countries

· Identify cultural aspects of Africa. This aligns with the OACS GLI People of societies 7.1

· Identify Africa’s industry

· Identify geographical features in Africa. This aligns with the OACS GLI Geography 7.1

· Identify some historical aspects of Africa

· Identify information about the people of Africa

Resources

· Computers (Computer Lab or Library)

· Research worksheets

· Role Sheet

· Rule Sheet

· Pull-Down Map of the World

· Ayo, Y. (1995). Eyewitness: Africa. Alfred A. Knopf Inc: New York.

· Brown, B. (2003). World explorer: Africa. Prentice Hall: Needham, Massachusetts.

· Carr, K. (2005). History for Kids. Retrieved 12 October 2005 from: 

http://www.historyforkids.org
· CIA. (2005). The World Factbook. Retrieved 12 October 2005 from: 

http://www/cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook.index.html
· Knight, M.B. & et al. (2000). Africa is not a Country. Millbrook Press Inc: Brookfield 

Connecticut.

· Think Quest. (1998). The Living Africa. Retrieved 12 October 2005 from: 

http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/contents.html
· Viewrow, W. (2004). The Atlas of the Seven Continents: Africa. PowerKids Press: New 

York

Procedures (5 Components)

1. Readiness/Motivation for Lesson



Allotted Time: 10 minutes

Have the pull down map of the world ready to identify Africa on the map. Possibly have a student identify a student point of Africa. Ask the students what the capital of Africa? Hopefully no one answers and then begin to explain to them that people tend to think that Africa is a country. Begin to read half of the book Africa is not a Country. After the reading discuss the book and the stereotype that it is a country. Tell the students that they are about to discover more information about Africa.

Assessment: Answers during the discussion

2. Focus of the Lesson





Allotted Time: 35 minutes

· Divide the students into 5 groups. Have the groups pre-determined prior to arrival based on your observations of them. There will be 5 members in each group.

· Begin discussing the task for the day.

· Each group will be given a topic and using a list of websites and books they will find the information on their topic related to Africa. After research is complete groups will present their findings. The groups will pick the top out of a hat.

· Topics: Geography/Basic Information, Economy, History, Government, and Culture.

· Pass out sheets. Explain group roles and rules. The roles will be chosen by what color of index card the student has. Blue=Leader, Pink=Timekeeper, White=Recorder, Yellow=Computer Operator, Green=Book Researcher.

· The students will use the computers to fill out the worksheet. Depending on what is available the computer lab will either be used or the library will be used. If in the computer lab, separate the groups to different areas so that they can work together more efficiently. If in the library, each group gets a computer to use. Students will also use resource books to find information on their topics. The websites will already be book marked on the computers. Due to limited books on each group will use one book at time. The government group does not need the books and the culture group is only using one book.

· Walk around to answer any questions and to monitor the groups.

· Once each group is finished, they will discuss what they found and decide who is presenting what to the class.

· In the following order, the groups will present: Geography/Basic Information, History, Government, Economy, and Culture.

· After each group is through, ask the class if there are any questions.

Assessment: Students presentations. See rubric.

3. Closure






Allotted Time: 5 minutes

· Wrap the lesson by discussing what was learned and the importance of learning about other cultures. Answer any questions that students might have.

· Finally, end with an explanation of tomorrow’s class. An introduction into West Africa.

4. Follow-up/Enrichment/Extension


Allotted Time: Remaining Time

If any time allows, read more of the book Africa is not a Country. If there is still more time, begin the West Africa lesson.

5. Homework

For homework students will write a page journal entry about what was learned and the importance of learning about other cultures. 

Group Roles

Presenter (Everyone)- These people will present information to the class.
Recorder (1)-This person is in charge of writing all information down on the worksheet.

Computer Operator (1)-These people will be using the computers to conduct research.

Book Researcher (1)-These people will use the books to conduct research.

Timekeeper (1)–This person is in charge of watching the time and getting any materials that are needed.

Leader (1)-This person is in charge keeping the group on task. This person will decide who is talking about what.

Group Rules
1. Everyone participates.

2. Listen to everyone’s opinion and do not argue.

3. Do not get too loud.

4. Stay on task.

5. Work in a timely manner.

6. If you have questions, ask!

	Student Name:     ________________________________________ 

Topic:   ______________________________________________


	


	CATEGORY 
	4 
	3 
	2 
	1 

	Content 
	The group talks about all questions.
	The group talks about most (4-5) questions.
	The group talks about half of their questions.
	The group talks about less than half of their questions.

	Collaboration with Peers 
	Almost always listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others in the group. Tries to keep people working well together.
	Usually listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others in the group. Does not cause "waves" in the group.
	Often listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others in the group but sometimes are not a good team member.
	Rarely listens to, shares with, and supports the efforts of others in the group. Often is not a good team member.

	Stays on Topic 
	Stays on topic all (100%) of the time.
	Stays on topic most (99-90%) of the time.
	Stays on topic some (89%-75%) of the time.
	It was hard to tell what the topic was.

	Preparedness 
	Students are completely prepared and have gone over everything that will be said.
	Students seems pretty prepared but might have needed to review some more.
	The students are somewhat prepared, but it is clear that review was lacking.
	Students do not seem at all prepared to present.

	Time-Limit 
	Presentation is 4-5 minutes long.
	Presentation is 3 minutes long.
	Presentation is 2 minutes long.
	Presentation is less than 1 minutes OR more than 5 minutes.

	Speaks Clearly 
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, and mispronounces no words.
	Speaks clearly and distinctly all (100-95%) the time, but mispronounces one word.
	Speaks clearly and distinctly most (94-85%) of the time. Mispronounces no more than one word.
	Often mumbles or cannot be understood OR mispronounces more than one word.


Africa
Basic Information/Geography

Using the website below only, answer the following questions. Once you are finished you will present your information to the class.

· Think Quest
http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/contents.html
1. Where is Africa located?

2. What is the population of Africa? Is the population increasing or decreasing?

3. How big is Africa? (Include numbers, how much of the world’s landmass it takes up, and any other information that you find).

4. What are the different regions of Africa? During the presentation point them out on the map. How many countries are there?

5. Using the Think Quest website, click on “The Land” and pick one of the physical features and talk about it.

6. Use the Think Quest website to answer the following: Even though Africa is the second 

largest continent and it makes up only ten percent of the world’s population, why is the population density in some regions rather low?

Africa
Economy

Using the following websites and books only, answer the following questions. Once you are finished you will present your information to the class.

· Think Quest
http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/contents.html
· World Explorer: Africa
1. According to the world’s standards, what is Africa considered? What do you think that the United States is considered?

2. Which country is the most economically developed country in Africa? Why?

3. What is the economy based on? What do several other countries focus on?

4. Who does Africa trade with? What are the exports and imports?

5. What are some of Africa’s economic challenges? Name and explain at least two.

Africa
History

Using the following websites and books only, answer the following questions. Once you are finished you will present your information to the class.

· World Explorer: Africa
· History for Kids Website
http://www.historyforkids.org
· The Atlas of the Seven Continents: Africa

1. Explain what Pangaea is.

2. Why does Africa’s history go further back then any other continent?

3. Talk about the first people of Africa.

4. Pick a kingdom/empire that is not in West Africa and tell a little bit about it.

Africa
Government

Using the following websites and books only, answer the following questions. Once you are finished you will present your information to the class.

· CIA Website
http://www/cia.gov/cia/publications/factbook.index.html
1. Pick three countries that are not in West Africa and describe their government. Be sure to include:

· Government type

· Capital

· Official name-conventional long and short form

· Independence

· Legal system

· Suffrage

· Branches of Government

· Description of Flag

Africa
Culture

Using the following websites and books only, answer the following questions. Once you are finished you will present your information to the class.

· Think Quest Website
http://library.thinkquest.org/16645/contents.html
· Eyewitness: Africa

1. How many different languages are spoken in Africa? How many main languages are there? What are they?

2. Name one of the major ethnic groups and tell a little bit about it.

3. What do Africans do for entertainment and sport?

4. Describe the clothing that Africans wear.

5. Talk about pattern and color.

6. Talk about how music fits into Africans everyday lives.
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