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BGSU Project

ÅIdentify best practices

ÅRecommend updates based on these

ÅImplement updates

ÅTest updated pages with users
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Resource Record for Business Source Complete



ÅDatabases A-Z list

ÅDatabases-by-subject lists

ÅFull resource records

ÅSoftware

ÅDiscovery layer or federated search

ÅLink name

ÅOrder of databases-by-subject lists

ÅUse of icons/graphics



Other surveys of ARL libraries

ÅCohen and Calsada (2003)
Found that 66 of 114 academic ARLs used database-driven 
webpages to present their e-resources in 2002.

ÅShorten (2006)
Found that 88.6% of ARL libraries had databases A-Z lists in 
2003, and 10.5% also categorized them by type.

ÅCaudle and Schmitz (2007)
Found that 97% of the 99 American academic libraries in ARL 
had a databases A-Z list, 96% had databases-by-subject lists 
and 27% had federated searching.



Type of system # of libraries %*

Homegrown 81 71.1%

Metalib 14 12.3%

Innovative 8 7%

LibGuides 4 3.5%

Xerxes 4 3.5%

WebFeat 2 1.75%

LibData 1 <1%

Type of system 
Homegrown: 71.1%

*Percentages are based on 

114 libraries (excluding 7 

national/special libraries 

and 4 libraries whose 

databases pages were 

behind a login)



Type of system # of libraries %

Homegrown 81 71.1%

Metalib 14 12.3%

Innovative 8 7%

LibGuides 4 3.5%

Xerxes 4 3.5%

WebFeat 2 1.75%

LibData 1 <1%

Type of system 
Metalib: 12.3%

Metalib at 
Yale University



Type of system # of libraries %

Homegrown 81 71.1%

Metalib 14 12.3%

Innovative 8 7%

LibGuides 4 3.5%

Xerxes 4 3.5%

WebFeat 2 1.75%

LibData 1 <1%

Type of system 
Innovative (III): 7%

Innovative (III) at  
the University of 
Western Ontario



Type of system # of libraries %

Homegrown 81 71.1%

Metalib 14 12.3%

Innovative 8 7%

LibGuides 4 3.5%

Xerxes 4 3.5%

WebFeat 2 1.75%

LibData 1 <1%

Type of system 
LibGuides: 3.5%

LibGuidesat the 
University of 
Louisville



Type of system # of libraries %

Homegrown 81 71.1%

Metalib 14 12.3%

Innovative 8 7%

LibGuides 4 3.5%

Xerxes 4 3.5%

WebFeat 2 1.75%

LibData 1 <1%

Type of system 
Xerxes: 3.5%

Xerxes at New 
York University



Typesof access
# of 

libraries
%

DatabasesA-Z 111 97

Databases-by-
subject lists

91 80

Fullresource 
records

83 73

All three 73 64
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Typesof access
# of 

libraries
%

DatabasesA-Z 111 97

Databases-by-
subject lists

91 80

Fullresource 
records

83 73

All three 73 64

University of 
Missouri-Columbia



Typesof access
# of 

libraries
%

DatabasesA-Z 111 97

Databases-by-
subject lists

91 80

Fullresource 
records

83 73

All three 73 64

Full resource record 
from SUNY Buffalo





Subjectlist order # of libraries %

Byrelevance 38 41.8%

Byformat 7 7.7%

Alphabetical only 46 50.5%

Order of subject lists



Subjectlist order # of libraries %

Byrelevance 38 41.8%

Byformat 7 7.7%

Alphabetical only 46 50.5%

Order of subject lists

Full text databases for 
Art ςSUNY Albany



Subjectlist order # of libraries %

Byrelevance 38 41.8%

Byformat 7 7.7%

Alphabetical only 46 50.5%

Order of subject lists

Metalib at 
Northwestern 
University



Icon # of libraries

Access restrictions 38

More information 27

Full text 9

Magnifying glass 
(Metalib: search in 
database)

5

Tutorials 4

Funding source 3

Format (audio, etc.) 3

Plus sign (Metalib: 
addto a set)

2

Social media 2

Metasearch 2

Logo/screenshot 2

RefWorks 1

New 1

Plus-star 1

SFX 1

Libraries using icons or 
graphics: 64 (56%)

Use of icons 
and graphics




